
What is a Preposition?
A preposition is a parts of speech placed before a noun or pronoun to show its relationship with another word in a sentence. It tells us where, when, how, or in which direction something happens.
Examples
The book is on the table.
The cat is under the chair.
Types of Prepositions
1. Prepositions of Place (Where?)
These show the position of a person or thing.
Preposition
Example
in
The keys are in the drawer.
on
The vase is on the table.
under
The dog is under the bed.
above
The fan is above us.
below
The village lies below the hill.
beside
Riya sat beside her friend.
between
The school is between the bank and the hospital.
among
She stood among her classmates.
behind
The car is behind the bus.
in front of
The teacher stood in front of the class.
near
Our house is near the market.
2. Prepositions of Time (When?)
These show the time of an action.
Preposition
Example
at
The train arrives at 7:30 a.m.
on
We have a holiday on Sunday.
in
My birthday is in June.
before
Finish your homework before dinner.
after
We played after school.
during
Do not talk during the class.
since
He has lived here since 2022.
for
We waited for two hours.
by
Submit your project by Friday.
till/until
Stay here until I return.
3. Prepositions of Direction or Movement
These show movement from one place to another.
Preposition
Example
to
We went to the museum.
from
She came from Kolkata.
into
The boy jumped into the pool.
out of
The bird flew out of the cage.
onto
The cat climbed onto the wall.
across
We walked across the road.
through
The train passed through the tunnel.
towards
The child ran towards his mother.
4. Prepositions of Manner or Means
These show how an action is performed.
Preposition
Example
by
We travelled by train.
with
She cut the paper with scissors.
without
He left without his umbrella.
Common Uses of Prepositions
At
Exact time: at 8:00 a.m.
Specific place: at the bus stop
On
Days and dates: on Monday
Surface: on the wall
In
Months, years, seasons: in July, in 2026
Inside a place: in the classroom
Between
Used for two people or things.
The library is between the office and the canteen.
Among
Used for more than two people or things.
The teacher distributed prizes among the students.
By
Means of transport: by bus
Deadline: by tomorrow
With
Instrument or company: with a pen, with my friends
For
Purpose: This gift is for you.
Duration: We stayed there for three days.
Commonly Confused Prepositions
Incorrect
Correct
in Monday
on Monday
at July
in July
in 8 a.m.
at 8 a.m.
between five students
among five students
go by foot
go on foot
Easy Memory Tips
AT → Exact time and exact place
ON → Days, dates, surfaces
IN → Months, years, seasons, inside
BETWEEN → Two
AMONG → More than two
TO → Destination
FROM → Starting point
BY → Means of transport
WITH → Using an instrument or together with someone


